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notice has been given for all persons who have claims to any effects left in
the fort or town to send in their demands to Sub-Accomptant who has our
orders to deliver it upon a receipt being given by the claimant to be res-
ponsible for the said effects or their amount, in case it should be contested and
awarded to another,
14.   The inconveniences we experienced at the siege of Calcutta from the
prodigious numbers of Portugueese women, who were admitted for security
into the Fort, the very little or no service which that race of people are of
to the settlement, added to the prospect we had of a war with France (in
which case we had reason to suppose they would refuse to take up  arms
against an enemy of their own religion, should we be attacked, induced us
upon our return to interdict the publick exercise of the Roman Catholick
religion, and to forbid the residence of their priests in our bounds.
15.   Our chaplains having both demised, Mr. Gervas Bellamy in the Black
Hole, and Mr. Robert Mapletoft of a fever at Fulta, we have appointed the
Reverend Mr. Cobbe our chaplain till your pleasure is known, with the usual
salary and allowances annexed to that benefice.   He was chaplain to the Kent,
which station he has quitted to serve Your Honours, and he appears to us very
worthy of your favour.
16.   We were under a necessity during our stay at Fulta to dispose of
the bullion to Mr. Bisdom1 sent us by the President and Council of Fort
St. George at a low rate to procure rupees fof our current expences.   But we
can assure Your Honours, we used our utmost endeavours to obtain a higher
price which the unsettled face of things made impracticable.
17.   Most of the military and artillery officers upon our establishment
being dead, several promotions were made by us, for the particulars of which
we beg leave to refer Your Honours to our consultations, wherein you will
observe Mr. Dugald Campbell had a captain's commission granted him, in
consequence of your recommendation of that gentleman.   He was since un-
fortunately killed at the taking of Buz Budgea.   We have given the Company
vacant by his death to John Fraiser [Fraser] Esqr.
18.   The ships freighted for your service were all ordered to be unloaded
and will be discharged as soon as that is finished.
19.   The gentlemen at Bombay have indented for 500 tons of saltpetre
and the Governour and Council of Fort St. George have wrote for the Walpole
and Marlbro* to be returned from hence with as large a quantity of that article
as we can procure*   To do this, and for our current expences, they have made
us a consignment of only 88,000 rupees out of the remittance they have received
this season for the use of our Presidency.   This proceeding of your servants
upon the Choromandel Coast will render it difficult for us to comply with the
above mentioned indents.   We shall endeavour, nevertheless, to purchase as
much saltpetre as we can, by giving interest notes for the amount, and have
wrote in the most pressing manner to Mr. Pigot and his Council for a speedy
supply of money, without which it will be impossible either to attempt the
provision of an investment the ensuing season, or even t6 defray the necessary
charges of our military servants* wages etc.   We must take the liberty to
represent to Your Honours how prejudicial this deficiency in the consignments
from Madras* may prove to your affairs in these, provinces at this time, it